MALAMPA

PROVINCIAL NEWSLETTER

PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT

COUNCIL AUGUST 2026 | ISSUEO02 | “Our Province, Our Stories, Our ‘Progress”

i S

EREMONY FOR THE NORTHWEST
EA COUNCIL SUB-CENTRE

The Malampa Provincial Government officially marked the beginning of
construction of the Northwest Malekula Area Council Sub-Centre Office at Unmak
Village on 28 July 2026, with a Groundbreaking Ceremony and Laying of the
Foundation Stone.

The new sub-centre represents an important investment in local governance and
public service delivery, bringing government services closer to communities
across Northwest Malekula and strengthening the role of the Area Council in
serving its people.

The ceremony was officiated by Hon. Paul Paulo, Third Deputy Speaker of
Parliament and Official Representative of the Minister of Internal Affairs,
alongside provincial government officials, customary landowners, traditional
leaders, church representatives and members of the local community.

The project reflects a shared commitment to strengthening local institutions,
improving access to government services and supporting community development
in Northwest Malekula.

The Malampa Provincial Government acknowledges the support and participation
of all stakeholders who contributed to this important occasion and looks forward
to the completion of the new Area Council Sub-Centre for the benefit of the
people of Northwest Malekula
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: INGING ELECTORAL SERVICES CLOSER TO THE
COMMUNITIES

The Vanuatu Electoral Office (VEO) Provincial Office, in partnership with
the Civil Registration and Identity Management (CRIM) Office in Lakatoro,
has continued its outreach efforts to bring essential electoral and civil
registration services closer to communities across Malampa.

During the Missa Games at Wilkin Stadium on the first week of July , the
team conducted a one-week awareness and service campaign, reaching
large numbers of people, including secondary school students. Services
provided included the issuance of new National Identity Cards with expiry
dates and processing of changes of residency. The team also worked with
CRIM to raise awareness about the new Electoral Act and provide updated
information on voter registration.

The outreach continued through the HELPR1 Mission Trip
from 6-17 July 2026, with the team stationed at key
locations across Ambrym, Paama and South Malekula.
Working alongside CRIM, the team provided a wide range
of electoral and civil registration services, including voter
list inspections, new voter registration and ID printing,
updating voter records, voter transfers and community
awareness.

Officials also worked with communities to identify and
officially declare deceased voters within the Civil Status
Registry, while conducting scoping exercises for potential
new polling stations to improve access to electoral services
in remote communities.

According to VEO Provincial Officer Mr. Teklitani, the
outreach programme forms part of the Electoral Office’s
ongoing commitment to ensuring that people across
Malampa, particularly those in remote communities, have
better access to voter registration, identification and
electoral information.
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A high-level tourism delegation visited Tamtam Bungalows and Vao Island
in Malampa Province in late July 2026 to assess local tourism operations,
identify challenges faced by tourism operators and explore opportunities to
further strengthen tourism development in the area.

The delegation included representatives from the Ministry of Trade and
Commerce, Vanuatu Tourism Office (VTO), and the Department of Tourism.
During the visit, the team engaged with local tourism operators and
stakeholders to gain a better understanding of existing tourism activities,
infrastructure needs and opportunities for improving the visitor experience.
Tamtam Bungalows, a family-owned and community-supported tourism
accommodation, was visited as part of the assessment. The establishment
provides accommodation and opportunities for visitors to experience local
culture and access cultural sites, including the Small Nambas and Big
Nambas areas.

The delegation also travelled to Vao Island, recognised as an important
location for cruise expedition tourism. Discussions focused on the potential
to strengthen local tourism services and improve community readiness to
benefit from increasing tourism opportunities.

As part of the visit, the delegation also met with the Chairman of the
Nalawan Cultural Festival Committee for the South West Bay area. The
annual Nalawan Festival, which showcases traditional dances, music and
grade-taking ceremonies, provides an important platform for promoting
Malampa'’s rich cultural heritage and strengthening cultural tourism.

The visit provided valuable insights into the needs and priorities of local
tourism operators and communities. It also highlighted opportunities to
improve tourism infrastructure, strengthen local tourism products and
services, promote cultural experiences and support sustainable tourism
development in Malampa Province.

Qi



Education & Youth
EMPOW,
A

The Department of Youth Development and Sport — Malampa
continued its efforts to strengthen youth participation and
engagement through youth awareness and registration activities
conducted across the province.

As part of the MYSC Outreach Programme on Paama Island from
6—14 July 2026, the Department worked alongside the Child Desk,
Disability and Women's Affairs departments to conduct youth
awareness activities and register youth groups within communities
visited. The outreach provided an opportunity to engage directly
with young people, raise awareness of available government
programmes and services, and encourage greater participation in
community development.

The Department also conducted Youth Group Registration at
Espigles Bay on 28 July 2026, during the 46th Independence
celebrations. Holding the registration alongside the
celebrations enabled the team to reach a large number of
young people from Espigles Bay and nearby communities.
Together, these activities are helping to strengthen the
provincial youth database, improve access to youth
programmes and services, promote youth leadership and
participation, and encourage networking, community
involvement and unity among young people throughout
Malampa Province.
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WOMEN'’S AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT PROMOTES FOOD
SAFETY AND WOMEN’S ECONOMIC PARTICIPATION

The Department of Women’s Affairs engaged with women and
communities to promote practical skills, safer food practices and
greater participation in economic activities.

The programme featured food safety awareness, training and
cooking activities, equipping participants with practical knowledge
on safe food preparation, hygiene and handling practices that can
contribute to healthier households and communities.

The activities also provided important information on registration,
licensing and certification requirements, helping women better
understand the steps needed to formalise and strengthen their
activities and income-generating initiatives.

Through these activities, the Department of Women’'s Affairs
continues to strengthen women’s skills, promote economic
participation and support women to become more confident
contributors to community development across Malampa Province.

HUMAN RIGHTS UNIT — CHILD DESK STRENGTHENS
CHILD PROTECTION AWARENESS

The Child Desk under the Human Rights Unit continues to
strengthen child protection awareness and promote the rights,
safety and wellbeing of children across communities.

The initiative focused on child protection awareness, providing
communities and key stakeholders with important information on
safeguarding children and understanding their responsibilities in
preventing and responding to child protection concerns.

The Child Desk also worked closely with stakeholders to
strengthen child protection referral pathways, improving
understanding of the procedures and support services available
to children and families requiring assistance.

Through these efforts, the Child Desk continues to promote
stronger collaboration, effective referral systems and safer, more
responsive communities where children’s rights, protection and
wellbeing are prioritised.




SK STRENGTHENS INCLUSION AND PARTICIPATION

From 6—14 July 2026, the Disability Desk conducted awareness activities on Paama
Island to promote greater understanding of disability rights, inclusion and
meaningful participation within local communities.

Through community awareness activities and engagement with Area Technical
Advisory Groups (Area TAGs), the Disability Desk strengthened collaboration with
stakeholders and encouraged greater recognition and understanding of disability-
related issues at the community level.

A key focus was ensuring that persons with disabilities are meaningfully included in
training, development programmes and community activities, with equal
opportunities to access services and participate in decision-making and community
development.

The activities on Paama Island demonstrate the Department’s commitment to
building more inclusive, accessible and supportive communities where persons with
disabilities can participate fully and contribute to the development of their
communities.
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